May 9, 2013

that delivers mail and packages in a
timely manner, is extremely important
for our economy.

That mission remains as important
as it has ever been. Let’s stand to-
gether and fight to save the Postal
Service, not destroy it. Let’s stand to-
gether in the midst of this recession to
fight and save hundreds of thousands of
jobs.

I again want to thank the 23 cospon-
sors on my legislation. I look forward
to having more, but let’s go forward to-
gether to save the Postal Service.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceed to call
the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this after-
noon we have been trying to move for-
ward on the WRDA bill—the Water Re-
sources Development Act—and signifi-
cant progress has been made. One of
the issues we are trying to work out is
an issue dealing with Senator LAN-
DRIEU. She has been, more than anyone
else in the Senate, concerned about
what happens when places flood, and
she has every reason to feel this way
because of what happens in Louisiana
with flooding. She is concerned about
flood insurance.

I have worked with Senator BOXER,
Senator BOXER’s staff, I have worked
with the Republicans, and it appears to
me this is something that has made
great progress today. The staff is going
to work on this over the weekend. We
will be here on Monday. I will file clo-
ture in a few minutes, but if, in fact,
cloture doesn’t need to be voted on, we
can always move forward without
doing that. We can vitiate the cloture
vote.

So I hope the good work done by Sen-
ator LANDRIEU, her staff, and other
staff members here—and Senator LAN-
DRIEU has been here, as she is now. I
don’t mean this in a negative sense,
but she is like a bulldog. Whenever she
gets hold of something, it is hard to get
her to loosen that jaw. She has been
here all afternoon working on this, so I
hope something can be worked out dur-
ing the next 48 hours on this matter.

CLOTURE MOTION

I have a cloture motion at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on S. 601, a bill to
provide for the conservation and develop-
ment of water and related resources, to au-
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thorize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improvements to
rivers and harbors of the United States, and
for other purposes.

Harry Reid, Barbara Boxer, Tom Udall,
Richard Blumenthal, Max Baucus, Bill
Nelson, Jeanne Shaheen, Tom Harkin,
Al Franken, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Brian Schatz, Thomas R. Carper, Jeff
Merkley, Jon Tester, Patty Murray,
Sherrod Brown, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Ron Wyden.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum required
under rule XXII be waived and that the
vote on the motion to invoke cloture
on S. 601 occur at 12 noon on Tuesday,
May 14.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

REMEMBERING FALLEN
FIREFIGHTER GENE M. KIRCHNER

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today with sadness in my heart to pay
tribute to a very special individual,
Gene M. Kirchner, a Baltimore County
volunteer firefighter who died in the
line of duty. Gene was just 25 and a vol-
unteer firefighter for the Reisterstown
Volunteer Fire Department. He rushed
to the second floor of a house fire on
April 24 in a vain attempt to save the
resident. Gene was found unconscious
and was rushed to Maryland’s Shock
Trauma Center, but succumbed to his
injuries on May 2.

Gene joined the company’s ranks
when he was just 14 and served as a
junior firefighter for 2 years before be-
coming a volunteer firefighter. He
came from a family of firefighters. His
twin brother Will is also a firefighter
and so is his sister Shelly Brezicki.
Craig Hewitt, assistant chief of the fire
company, said that Gene ‘‘was selfless,
well-liked, funny; got along with every-
body. He liked helping people.”

Gene was laid to rest this past Sun-
day and the entire Baltimore commu-
nity is mourning the death of this
kind, gentle young man who laid down
his life in an attempt to save another’s
life. His brother and sister firefighters
came from as far away as New York
and North Carolina to pay special trib-
ute to this young man who understood
the risks he faced, but dedicated him-
self to helping ensure the safety of oth-
ers. Gene was posthumously awarded
the Fire Department’s Medal of Honor
because he embodied what we, as a Na-
tion, come to look for in our first re-
sponders—courage, selflessness, and
dedication to duty.

I know my U.S. Senate colleagues
will want to join me in thanking

S3319

Gene’s family for giving our commu-
nity such a special young man and in
sending condolences to his family,
friends, and fellow firefighters on the
tragic loss of such a hero.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR JOHN A.
SPRING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to take a moment today to thank a
friend and a remarkable public servant.
John Spring ended his second term as
mayor of Quincy, IL, earlier this week.

Mayor Spring led Quincy through
some of its most difficult times in re-
cent memory. Under his leadership,
Quincy weathered record floods and the
Great Recession. Not only did Quincy
survive these crises, the city actually
came out stronger than before.

Any elected official would be proud
of that record. It is even more impres-
sive in Mayor Spring’s case because he
was a Dpolitical rookie. He had never
won public office before the people of
Quincy elected him mayor in 2005. His
only previous public service experience
was a stint as the appointed chairman
of Quincy’s Police and Fire Commis-
sion.

For many of us, it takes a few tries
before we actually win a race. But
John is a natural. He won his first elec-
tion.

Quincy, IL, is a river town. It sits
right on the banks of the Mississippi
River. At one point this past winter the
river was so low that barge traffic was
in danger of being halted.

During Mayor Spring’s final weeks in
office, however, heavy rains swelled the
river to flood stage. When flooding
threatened the city’s water and waste-
water treatment facilities, Mayor
Spring and his team immediately put
into place emergency procedures they
had honed during previous floods. With
leadership, hard work and a lot of sand-
bags, Quincy weathered the storm.

In 2008, during an earlier flood, then-
Senator Barack Obama and I visited
Quincy to lend support. We were in-
spired to see how the entire city came
together to protect their homes and
their neighbors’ homes and businesses.

In 2010, Mayor Spring was able to
welcome President Obama back to
Quincy and show him how Quincy had
weathered not only rainstorms, but the
economic storm caused by the Great
Recession.

Mr. President, the unemployment
rate today in Quincy and Adams Coun-
ty is 6.6 percent. That rate is among
the lowest in the State of Illinois, and
that is no accident. Under Mayor John
Spring’s leadership, Quincy has contin-
ued to be the economic engine of the
Tri-State area.

John Spring led the effort to lay a
solid foundation for economic growth.
He balanced the city’s budget every
year and didn’t raise taxes—not even
once. In fact, Quincy reduced its prop-
erty tax rate in 7 out of Mayor Spring’s
8 years in office.

He made tough, smart decisions that
enabled Quincy to maintain adequate
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